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hiding art." 

To do (hings right without apparent etfort — 
to be conscious of pronouncing words cor- 
rectly and of speaking correct English, without 
making others unpleasantly conscious of the 
fact — that were "a consummation devoutly 
to be wished" ! 






FOREWORD 



Most of the errors herein corrected 
have been everyday errors in my own 
classes, and this little book is designed 
for the use of my students. No at- 
tempt has been made to compile ex- 
haustive lists, but simply to give prac- 
tical help to prospective teachers. To 
this end, pretty full explanations have 
in many cases been given, and often 
the wrong form, to emphasize, by con- 
trast, the right form. Words that 
have two acceptable pronunciations 
have for the most part been omitted 
from the lists; and to avoid repetition, 
words that appear in the pronouncing 
list have been omitted from the spell- 
ing list. Certain words, that present 
a problem in pronunciation repeated in 
many words of the same class, I have 
called type-words, and have empha- 
sized each by following it with a special 
list for practice. 

From the multitude of "Common 
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Errors," copiously and sufficiently 
treated in more pretentious publica- 
tions, I have endeavored to select only 
those which have actually been com- 
mon in my personal work. 

For reference, and authority, I have 
used the latest editions of the Inter- 
national and Standard Dictionaries, 
and Phyfe's 12,000 Words Oftm Mis- 
pronounced. 

G. P. 



San Jose, California, 
April, 1911. 



ERRAtAiyy.;: .-.y 

Pi' 7 '■' ■ 

7— In the Short g:notft, p> SlKsfljt^lse.. : : .-. 
omitted. ■•■•■••:..:: •-■:••.: •:;.■■■. 

8 — admirable should have short a in 

first syllable. 
10 — before should have accent on last 

syllable. 
"not beneficent" should read "not 

be nif i sent." 
11 — daughter for pronunciation should 

be ter not ter. 
13 — gather should have short &. 
14 — kur raw' should have accent and 

not apostrophe. 
16 — probably should have short 5. 
18 — tracts should have short &. 

trav' el er \hev was omitted. 
19— Westminster the accent on first 

syllable was omitted. 
23 — begrudge should not have hard S in 

the pronunciation. 
24 — quietly should have long i in first 

syllable. 
audience the last e should not be 

long e. 
26 — music should have accent on first 

syllable. 
27 — calamities should have intermedi- 
ate a in first syllable. 
shallow should be shall' o for pro- 
nunciation. 
34 — kindergarten the accent on first 

syllable was omitted. Coo^^lc 
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A FEW VOWEL"SO^liDST6-BE*'i !.-• 
CAREFULLY NOTED 

a, long a, as in ate, canary, various 
a, shoH a, as in at, man, and, hand 
a, Italian a, as in arm, aunt, laugh 
a, intermediate a, as in ask, chance, 
master. This also "obscure a", 
found in end syllables, as in d ca'- 
ci a, and in other unaccented syl- 
lables 
a, circumflex a, as in air, chair, fairy 
ft, broad a, as in all, daughter, water 
The intennediate-a words are often- 
est mispronounced, and the broad-a 
words next 

Short e, found unsuspectedly in some 
syllables, must not to be sounded like 
long a: 

America — a mer' i ca 
cemetery — cem' e t€r y 
peremptory — p6r' em to ry 
peruke — per uke' (or p§r' uke) 
Modified 6, is a sound between short 
in not and broad o in for: 
GSd, mftck 

The compound vowel sounds: u, 
equivalent to i'-oo, and ow equivalent 
to a'-oo: 

late, not loot; cownael, not c6nsul 



PRONUNCIATION 



^ — always obscure; never long a in 

reading or speaking 
acacia — a ka' shi a, long a second 

syllable 
accept — Sk s6pt', not to be confused 

with except 
acclimate — ak kll' mat, accent second 

syllable 
accompaniment — Sik kQm' pS ni ment, 

five syllables 
accurate — ak' kfl rat, type-word* for 

"cutting no syllable short that 

should be sounded distinctly, and 

giving every vowel its true value" 
across — a krSs' not a crSst'. This 8 is 

the "happy medium" between 

ahoH 6 in not and broad 6 in 6r 
actor — ak't§r, not Skt'tr; type-word* 
address — 5d dress', always, noun and 

verb 
admirable — ad' mir a bl, type-word* 
Adonis — a do'nis, not & don' is 
adult — a dult', not fid' lilt 
aeriel — a fi' rl fil, not &' ri 61 
again — a S§n' not a gin'; so a genst' 
ague — a' go, not at, nor &' g§r 
Alcott— air 1-ut, not fir k6t' 
alias — a' li as, not a ll' as, nor SI' i fis 
ally — al ll', both noun and verb 

■*Lists of all iype-ivordi follow this general list 



PRONUNCrATION n 

almond — a'mund, not ai' mund 
alpaca — al pak' a, not al a pak' a 
alternate — al'tSrnat, not all'tfirnat; 

noun and adjective, al t5r' nfit 
America — a mgr' j ka; 7U>t a ma' ri ki 
amiable — a' mi a bl, four syllables 
and — and, short a and sound d 
anemone — anem'O ne, noC'an enemy" 
anget — an'jel, not an'jul 
answer — an' s6r, not short 8, 
any — 6n' i, not "in' f" nor "fin'?"; 

the same with many 
apparatus — ap pa ra' tus, not rat' us 
apricot — a' pri kot, not &p 
Arab — Sr' ab, 7u>t a' rab 
archii>elago — Sr ki p^l' a go, not arch 
architect^ar' ki tSkt, not arch 
arctic — ark' tic, nof ar'tik 
arithmetic — arith'm6tik,nflirith'i5ntik 
Asia — a' shi a, not a' zha 
asked — aakt, not fist, «or ask, which is 

present tense: type-word* for inter- 

mediate d 
attacked— at takt', not St tAk' t6d 
athlete — ath' let, not ath' a let; so ath- 

let' ik and ath Igf iks 
audacious — aw da' shus 
auxiliary — awg zil' ya ri 
Avon — a' von 
ay— I 
aye — a, meaning always; T, when it 

means yea 

babel — ba'bel, not babble 
bacteria — bak te' ri a ; type-word* for 
long e in second syllable 

•See lists of all type-tuardi^ "\>^li 
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bade — bad, not bad 
banana — bana'na, not ban Sn'a 
banquet — bang' qwet 
Baptist — bap' tist, not bab' tast 
been — bin, Tiot ben Ttor ben 
before — be'fOre, not bu' fOre; type- 
word* for long e in first syllable 
beginning — be Hn' Tng, not be gSn' ing 
beloved — belQv'fid, adjective and 
noun; the participle is be Ivivd' 
beneficent — be nfif i sent,,«ot be n5f'- 

i sent, nor ben e fish' unt 
Bethlehem — bfith' le hem, not ham 
biography — bl 6g' ra fi, not bi nor be 
blackguard — blaj'gard, not blak'gard 
Blackatone — blak'stun, no( blSk'stOne' ; 

the same with GlSd' stOn 
bonnet — bon^ 6t, not bOn' it 
bouquet— boo ka', not ba' ka'; a very 

common error! 
Bowdoin — bo'dn (college) 
breeches — brich' 6z, not brech' iz 
brethren— bret1i'ren,W)t brflth'er en 
brooch — brOch, Twt brooch _ 

broom— broom, type-word* for long oo 
Bryn-Mawr— brin mar' (college in Pa. ) 
burglar — bflrg'lar, not bflrg'Q lar 
buried — ber' id, not bdr' id 

cannot — kSn' nSt, not kan not' 

can't — kant, not kant 

catch — kach, not k§ch 

Caucasian — kaw ka' sh&n 

cemetery — sSm' e tfir i, not s§m' e tri, 
norsfim'e ta'ri;iype-««)r(i* for ac- 
cent only on first syllable 

•See list oX^pe-'words A. outvie 
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certain — sSr' tin, not s5r' t'n 

chastisement — chSs' tiz m6nt 

chauffeur — sho fgr' 

Chelsea — chel' sfi 

Chicago — shi kaw' go, not chi ko' go 

children — chil'dren, not chil'dSm 

choose — chooz, not choz 

chorus — ko' rus, Tiot k6r' iis 

civil — siv'il, not siv'l 

clothes — klotiiz, not kloz 

column — kol' Qm, not ko!' yQm 

comely — kum' li, not kom' II 

company — kQm' pa nl, not kOmp' nl, 
nor kum' pan e ; type-word* for fi- 
nal y like i 

conjure (to enchant) — kiin' j5r; to im- 
plore, kon jOre' 

consummate (adjective) k6n siSm' mat 

comet — k6r' nfit, not c6r n6t' 

cornucopia — kSr nCl k6' pi a 

corrupt — kdr rupt', not k6 rflpt' 

council — kown' sil, 

counsel — kown' s6], not k6n' sul 

countenance— kown' te nSnce, not con 

covetous — kiSv' 6t iis 

cranberry — kran'bSr i, not kram 

creek — krfik, not krik 

crept — krSpt; sound the t, and the same 
with hxpt, swept, slept 

cupola — kci' pO la, not kQ' pa lo' 

daughter — daw'tSr, «o( dot'Sr; type- 
word' for broad a sounds 
draught — draft 
decade — dek' ade, not de kad' 
defect— de fgkt', not dfi' f6kt 

*Sec list oi type-iuBrdi ^■^"'J^l'-' 
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deficit — d§f' I sit, not de fis' it 

Dickens's — dick' 6ns Sz; pronounce the 
's as separate syllable. Type-word* 
for possessive singular of many 
proper names ending in s 

didactic — did Sk' ijk, not di'dak' tick; 
type-word* for short i in first syl- 
lable 

discourse — dis kOrs', not dis'kdrs 

dissertation — dis'§r ta'shiin; mot d§8 

doth — diith, not doth 

duel — do' el, notdob' ul; type-word* for 
long u, pronounced like i'-oo 

Edinburgh — ed' in btir 0, not M'in- 
bOrg 

efficient — ef fish' 6nt, not e fish' lint 

either — 6' ther, better usage than 
I ther; and the same with neither 

eleven — 6 lev' n, nat li'lev'n, iwr ISv'n 

elm — elm, notftVum 

elocution — 61 kQ' shfln, not 61 e ko'- 
shun 

emblem — Sm' blem, no(gm' blum; j>ro6- 
Um and Jerusalem, also 

enemies — en' e miz, not 6n' e mez ; type- 
word for ies pronounced like iz 

English — ing' glish, not 6ng' glish 

enthusiasm — 6n tho' zi azm, Tiot izm 

equipage — 6k' wi pai 

err — er, not Sr 

every — 6v' 6r i, not 6v' ri, iinless con- 
tracted toev'ry 

evil — S'vl, not&'vil, except in chant- 
ing or intoning 

exquisite — eks' kwiz it, not Sks kwTz' it 

extant— 6ks' tSnt, not eks tant' 

*See list of lype-'wiirili 
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facet — f3s' St, not fa' s§t 

far — far, not ftr; ao farther 

fear — fsr, not fir; so with tears, beard, 

cheerful, here, hear, etc. 
February — feb'ro a ri; not fSb'Q ari 
fifth— fifth, not fift 
figure — fig ygr, not fig 85r 
finance — ft nance'; so fi tmn' ahal 
for — for, not fflr, not fOre 
forge — fOrj, HMt forj 
fountain — fown'tin, Jioi fownt'n; the 

same with mountain 
fragrant — fra' grant, not frag' runt 
from — from, not friim 
frontier — fr6n' tfir, not friin tfir' 
frontispiece — f r6nt' la pes 

gather— gath' gr, not gSth' Sr 
genuine — jen' yO in, not j6n' Q !ne' 
geography — J6 6g' ra fi, not jar' gra fy 
geometry — jS 6m' e tri, not j6m' e tri 
God — g5d; not god Twr gawd, but the 

"goMen mean" 
gondola — g6n' do la, not gon do' la 
governor — gdv' Sr nSr, not gijv' nSr 
granary — gran' a ri, not gran' gr i 
grievous — grfiv' fls, Tiot grfiv' i us 
guests — gests Tiot guess; sound final 

consonants; type-word* for s-t-s 

harem — ha' rem 

harassed — hSr' Sst 

heigh-ho — hi' hO, not ha' hO 

height — hite 

Hemans — h6m' finz, not he' manz 

humble — hum' bl, Tiot flm' bl 

•See list of typi-iuords '- "Hitjlf 
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humor — ho' mgr, better than yO' mgr 
hundred — hiin' dred, not hQn' derd 
hurrah — h65 rU', Twt hllr raw' 
hyacinth — hi' a sinth, not hi' a sint 
hydrangea — hi dran' je a 
hypocrisy — hi pok' ri si 

ice cream — Is' kr€m 
idea — T d6' a, TWt I' dea, nor I dee' 
ideal — I de' al, not 1' de al 
ignoramus^ — ig nO ra' mils 
illustrate — il lus' trat, not il' lus trat 
influence — in'flQ §nce, not in flQ' ence 
inherent — m he' rent, not in h&r' 6nt 
inquiry — in kwl' ri, not in' kwi ri _ 
introduce — in trO dOce', not in ter doos' 
instead — in sted', not in stid' 
interest — in' t§r fist, accent iirst syl- 
lable only, but not slight othera; 
the same with in' t^ Sat ed and 
in ter est ing 
irreparable — ir rSp' a ra bl 
irrevocable — ir rev' 6 ka bl 
Italian — i tSl' yan ; so i tdV ik 
itinerary— I tin' §r a ri not I tin' Sr T 

January — jSn' yQ a ri, not j6n 
jaundice — jon' dis not jawn' dis 
just — jiist, «o( j^stnor jist 

Kearney— kar'ni, no(k6r'm 
khaki — ka' ks, not kak'i 
kimono^ke mO' n6, Tiot kim 6' na 

label— la'bei, Boda'bl 
Latin — ISt' in, not l&t' n 
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laureate — law' re ate 

lest — Ifet, not least 

level — lev' €1, Tiot l€v' 1 

long-lived — liSng'-lIvd, Tiot Idng-livd' 

lower — low' §r (to threaten) , net la' §r; 

low as in oMow 
lyceum — ll se' flm 

maintenance — man' t6n ince 

mankind — min kind' 

Mary — ma' ri, not m&r' ri, nor mflr' rl; 

but mSr' I gold 
measure — mezh'y§r, not maz' Ore; so 

with pleasure and treasure 
mineralogy — mingr&l'Oji, not 51; so 

ggn e Sl'O ji 
minute — min' !t, not min' Qt 
miracle — mir' a kl, not m&' r( kl 
mischievous — mis' ch6 vOs, not mis che' 

viis, nor mis che' vi us 
miserere — miz e re' re 
Missouri — mis soo' ri, not miz zoo'ri 
mistletoe — miz' 1 tfi, Tiot mis' 1 tO 
model— m6d' SI, not mod' 1 
museum — mO z6' iim 

naked — na' k€d Tiot nfik' id 
neuralgia— nQ ral' ji a, not nQ rSI' i ji 
newspaper — nOz' pa pSr, not nooz 
Niagara — nl ag' a ra; four syllables; 

often misspelled 
nobody — nO' bod'i, not nO'bfld I; so any- 
body, everybody, somebody 

object — Sb' jSkt, not jikt; so subject 

of — 6v, not Ov 

often — 6f' n, not Of ten, nor awf ten 
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Oppressed — 5p prest', not & prSst' 
ordeal — 6r' d€ al, not 6r d6' al 
or — 6r, not are 
our — owr, not are 

pantomime — pan'tO mim, not mln; this 

word very often mispronounced 
partition — par ti' shun, not pS ti' shiin 
partner — pfirt' nSr, not pUra' ngr 
paartridge — pilr' trij, not pat' rij 
pencil — pen sil, moi p6n' sfll 
perhaps — p6r haps', nx>t pre' haps, nor 

praps 
periodie — pe ri 6d' ik, not pir, nor par; 

the same with period 
perspiration — pSr spi ra' shQn, Tiot pres 
pianist — pi &n' jst, Tiot pe' Sn ist 
pillow — pil'Io, nx>t pll'u; type-word* 
plague — plag, Tiot pleg 
poem — pO' 6m, not pOm, nor pO' iim; so 

po' et and po' et ri 
poinsettia — poin s6t' i a, not poin set' a 
possess — poz zes', not pO zes . 
precedence — pre se' dence, always 
precedent — pres' 6 dent; pre Bfi' d§nt 

when an adjective 
Presbyterian — prez bi te' ri an, not tir 
presentation — prSz §n ta' shun 
presumptuous — pr6 zumpt yQ lis 
pretence — pr6 tSnce' 
pretty — prit' T. nat pr6t' T, nor pOr' ti 
probably — prob' a bli, not prob' u li 
program — prO' &r5m, not pr6' grum 
promiscuous — pro mis' kQ Qs 
pronunciation — prO nun si a' shun 
prophesy— prof e si; (verb) 

•See list of ()'^-iii«ri// (^„),>.l^- 
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pumpkin — piimp' kin, not pung' kin 

put— p65t, not pilt 

quaff — kwaf, Tiot kwaf nor kwftf 

quarrel — kw6r'61, Tioikwarl 

qui vive — k6 v&v'not kwfi v6v' 

quoted — kwO't^d, not coat'ed; the 
same with giiotation 

really — re' al li, not re' li 

recess — r6 s6s', not rS' s6s 

recognize — rfik' 66 niz 

record — (noun) r^k'grd, not r6k' 6rd 

recourse — re kOrs' 

research — r6 sSrch' 

resource — r6 sOrs' 

reveille — r6 val'ya; in U. S. Army, r6v- 
ale' 

rid — rid. not r6d; g6t rid, not "git rSd" 

ridiculous — rid ik'yQ IQs, not re dik'Q lus 

rinse — rince, not rfince 

risk — risk, not resk 

robust — rO bust' not rO' biist 

roil — roil, Twt rll; so boU 

romance — ro mance', not rO' mSnce 

Roosevelt — roz' velt, not roos' vglt 

rostrum — ros' trflm, not rO' strum 

sacrifice — sak'riflz; noun and verb; 
some authorities give last syl- 
lable IS 

sacrilegious — sak ril 6' jQs; almost al- 
ways pronounced iy " Us 

sagacious — sa ta' shus 

saith — seth, TWi sa' ith 

sarsaparilla — sSr sa pa ril' a, five syl- 
lables; not sas pril' a 

satin — sat' in, not sat' n 

scared — sk^rd, not skart 

second — sek'iind, «o( s§k' Gn^ i^ 1^ 
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secretary — s€k' re ta ri, not sSk' 6 ta ri 

sha'n't — shftnt, not sh&nt 

shew — sho; no longer shu. This and 
froward often mispronounced in 
Bible reading 

similar — aim' i lar, not sim' Q Iflr 

since — not s^nce 

sixth — sikath, not sixt 

solace — s6r as, not so' Ifls 

solemn — sSl' 6m, not aSl' Urn 

spirit — spir' it, jwt spirt, spSrret, nor 
spir' lit 

stamp — stfimp (with the feet), not 
st&mp 

steady — stfid' i, notaiid'i 

stint — stint (a task), Tiot stSnt 

subtle — siit'l; awitfiis, the same; or per- 
haps better, sUb' tU 

suburb — sflb' firb, not sQ' bllrb 

sudden — siid' fin, notsHd' n 

supple — stip' 1 not soo' pi, nor s56' pi 

surprise — sl3r priz', not sQp priz' 

syrup — sir' up, not sGr'up; spelled sir- 
up, and pronounced the same 

the — ttie before vowel sounds; other- 
wise this 

theatre— the' a t§r, not the a' tSr 

tiny — tl' ni, not te' nT, nor tin ! 

to — too before vowel sounds; to eat, etc 

together — too geth' §r, not too gSth' 6r 

toward— to' 6rd, not toward'; bo 
towards 

tracts — tracts not tracks 

travel — trSv'Sl, not trfiv'!; and trS' el- 
er, not trav' ISr 

traverse — trSv' grs, not tra v5rs' 

tremendous — tre men' dus, not jiis 
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trespass — tr€s' pas, not tr§s pas', ex- 
cept in chanting 
truths — troths, not trQthz 
Tuesday — toz' da, not tooz' di 

umbrella — um brel' la; not Om b§r 61' a 
unaccented — un ak s6nt'€d, not Hn- 

ak' sent id 
unto — Qn' too, not iin too', nor 8n' too; 

also into should be In 'too, not in too' 
usage — yO'zSi, not yds' ij 
usv^ly — yQ' zhQ al i, not yo' zhal i 
usurp — yo zflrp' , not yO sflrp' 

vagary — va s&' ri. not v&' ga ri 
vanquish — vang' kwish, riot van' kwish 
vaudeville— vOd' vll 
vehement — ve' he mSnt 
Venezuela — ven ez we' la, not vgn zQ- 

e'la 
vessel — v6s' s51, not ves' 1 
volume — vol'yOm, not vGl'yiim 

wander — w6n' dSr, vat wiin' d6r; and 
w6n' d§r ing, not w6nd' ring 

wanted — wawnt'ed, «oi w6nd' 

was — w5z, not wuz 

water — waw' t6r, not w6t' §r 

well — wel, not wal, nor wSol 

were — w6r, not wSure 

Westminster — w6st min'stgr, not wSst- 
min' IS tSr 

wharf — hwarf, not warf; type-word* 

wistaria — wis ta' ri a, not wes te' ri a 

with — with (prep.), not with; the th 
must be vocalized 



•See list of type-imrdt " 



Wl.' 
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wonder — wilnder, not wSn' d6r 
wont — wunt; but won't is wOnt 
Worcester — woo3't6r; commonly 

woos' ter 
wrath — rath, not rath 

Xantippe — zHn tip' fi 

yacht — y5t, not ySt 

yonder — yon' dfir, not y§n' dSr, nor 

yun d6r 
youths — yooths, jiot yoottiz 

zoology — zO 61' 6 ji, not zoo 61' 6 ji 






"TYPEr-WORDS 



"Give every vowel its true value"; 

accurate — Sk' yQ rat 
bakery — ba'kgr i 
botany — bdt'&n \ 

complimentary — kom pli mgn'tA ri 
considerable— kon sid' 6r a bl 
correctly — k6r rekt' li 
different — dif ffir ent 
elementary — 61 6 men' ta ri 
gallery — gSl' Sr i 
generally — j6n' 6r al i 
heliotrope — he' li O trOp 
history — his' t6 ri 
honorable — on' fir a bl 
laboratory — ISb' ra to ri 
laudanum — law' da niSm 
library — ll' bra r! 
mackerel — mak' 5r SI 
memory — mgm' ri 
mercury — mSr' ka ri 
mystery — mis' tfir ! 
parliamentary — par li m€n' ta ri 
participle — part' i si pi 
rhetoric — ret' rik 
temperament — tem' p6r a mfint 
valuable — val' yO a bl 
variegate — va' ri 6 tat 
veterinary — v6t' er in a ri 
victory— vTk' to ri A.oo^^k 
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Final or like er: 
actor — ak' tgr 
curator — kQ ra' tgr 
creditor — kred' it Sr 
debtor — det' gr 
educator — 6d' Q ka tSr 
error — 6r' §r 
factor — fak'ter 
legislator— Igj' Is la tgr 
metaphor — in§t' a fSr 
proprietor — prO pri' 6 tSr 
respirator — rfe' pir a tSr 
solicitor — sO lis' i t6r 
testator — tes' ta tSr 

oWe-words accented on first syllable: 
admirable — Sd' mir a bl 
applicable — Sp' pli ka bl 
comparable — kom' pa ra bl 
despicable — d6s' pTk a bl 
explicable — §x' plik a bl 
formidable — for' mid a bl 
hospitable — hos' pit a bl 
lamentable — X&m.' €n ta bl 

Intermediate-d words: 



asked not askt 


nas't? 


blast not bl5st 


pass 


cast not kast 


past 


class not klas 


task 


ghastly jwtgast' 16 


vast 


glass not gias 


dance 


grass not gras 


chance 


last not last 


advance 


master not mSstfir 


after 


mast not mast 


France^ 
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Long e in second syllable 

bacteria — bSk t6' r! a 
criterion — kn te' ri un 
deteriorate — dS t&' ri fir at 
experience — 6x p6' ri Snce 
interior — in te' ri fir 
material — ma tfi' ri al 
superior — sQ pfi' ri fir 

Long be in first syllable 

because — bfi kawz', tiot bu kOz' 
before — be for', not bQ for' 
begrudge — be grOg' 
behind — bs hind', Twt bfl hind' 
behold— be hold' not bu hold' 
believe — be l6v' not blSv' 
belong— be 16ng', not blong 
beneath — bS nfith' 
beware — be war' 



Long sound of oo 

broom, no(J)r66m, not brQm 

food, not food 

foolish, not ^V ish 

noon, not noon, twt ndn 

poor, not pOre 

roof, not roof, mot riSf 

room, not room, nor rUm 

root, not r56t, common error! 

spoon, not sp66n nor spQn 

soon, not soon very common error 

woof, not woof 

Ciooglc 
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Words of several syllables, accented 
only on the first. — But one should 
give all the syllables their full 
value, unless one is English, and 
naturally slights some syllables: 

cemetery — sem' 6 tSr i 
dictionary — dik'shun a ri 
dysentery — dis' §n t§r i 
monastery — mon' as t6r i 
ordinary — 6r' din a ri 
stationery — std' shiin Sr i 



Final y like i, -not like e 

company — kilm' pa ri 
enemy — 6n' 6 mi 
jollity — j6r i ti 
literally— lit' 6r al U 
merrily — m6r' ri li 
novelty — nov' el ti 
penalty — p§n' al ti 
quietly — kwi' et li 



Broad-g, sounds. — This is a very im- 
portant list: 

auction — awk' shun 
audience — aw' di encS 
autobiography — aw to bl 6g' ra fi 
autumn — aw tQm 
broad — brawd 
brought — brawt 
caught — kawt 
daub — dawb 
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fault— fawit, not fSlt 

haughty — haw' ti 

naught — nawt; so with naw' ti 

ought — awt; aught, the same 

sought — sawt 

talk — tawk 

taught — tawt, not tot! 

thought — thawt 

wrought — rawt, not rot! 

Possessive singular of proper names 
ending in s. Good use seems to 
favor adding l^oth the apostrophe 
ands: 
Cross's "Life of George Eliot" 
Dickens's "Dombey and Son" 
Hemans's "Landing of the Pilgrim 

Fathers" 
Holmes's "Guardian Angel" 
Keats's "Endymion" 

. Short I in last syllable: 
April — a'pril, not fl' priil 
civil — siv'il, not aiv' fil 
Philip — fil'ip, TiotfirOp 
pilgrim — pil'grim, Tiot pil'grQm 
turnip — tflr' nip, vat turn' up 
victim — vik'tim, Twivik'tQm 
vigil — vij" n, not vij' ul 

Short % in middle syllable: 
attitude — at' i tOd, not St' li tood 
California — kal i f6r' ni a, not kal a 
irrigate — ir' ri gat, not ir' rQ gat 
justify — jQs' tr fl 
universe — yQ' ni vSrs 
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Jt — pes SI mist 
matinee — mat T na' _ 

aotitude — sbV i tQd, not 361' fl tood 
ludicrous — 1q' di krus 
possible — p6s' s! bl 

Short i in first syllable 

didactic — did Sk' tik 
digestion — di j6s' chQn 
di^ession — di trfish' lin 
diploma — di plo' ma 
director — di r6k' t6r 
diverge — div 6rj' 
diversion — div 6r' shun 
divert — di vSrt' 
minute — mi not' 

Long u, like i'-o6 

absolute — &b' s6 iQt, not loot 

culinary — kQ' li na ri 

due — do; and do^t? 

Luke — iQk not look 

music — mQ zik 

nude — nQd 

numerous — nO' mer iis 

pseudo — so' do 

pursue — p6r ao' 

student — stQ' dSnt not stoodent 

stupid — stQ' pid 7wt stoopid 

suit — sQt 

tube — tab 

tulip — tQ'lip 

tumult — to' miilt_ 

tune — tfln, Twt toon 

tutor — to' ter 
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27 


Also: 






dew 


renew 




jew 


Blew 




knew 


view 




few 


chew 




hew 


flew 




mew 


clew 





Words ending in ies, pronounced 
like iz: 
enemies — en' 6 miz 
calamities — ka lam'i tiz 
injuries^in' jQ riz 
parodies^par' 5 diz 
perplexities — p§r plSx' i tiz 
capabilities — ka pa bll' i tiz 
deficiencies — d6 fish' fin siz 

Sound final sts: 

guests — gfists, Tiot guess 

nests, TWt n€s blasts 

priests, not pres hosts 

protests, not prO tgs' artists 

ghosts, not gOs forests 

wrists, not ris harvests 

posts, TWt pds Romanists 

resists, not rfi zis' tourists 

ow not to sound like u: 

pillow — pit' lO swallow 

yellow — y61' lo willow 

fellow — fS\' lo widow 

window — win' do mellow 

shallow — shades hollow 

to-morrow — too mor'rO bellow 
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Also words ending in o: 

potato, not pfl ta' fl Colorado 

tomato, not tO ma' ta Ohio 
mosquito, ?to£moske'tu piano 

wh pronounced like hw: 

wharf — hwarf, not warf 
what — hwot, not wot, 
when — hwSn, not w6n 
where — hwSr, not wear 
white — hwit, not wight 
whisper — hwisper, not wis' per 
whittle — hwit'l, not wit'l 
whig — hwig, not wig 
while — hwll, not wile 
whether — hw6th' €r, not weather 
whack — hw5ck, not wack 
whither — hwither, Twt wither 
why — hwl, not y 

THE FOLLOWING LISTS SHOULD 
ALSO BE STUDIED 

shr not to be like sr: 

shred, not sred 
shrew, not sroo, but shra 
shriek, tiot srfik 
shrimp, not srimp 
shrink, not srink 
shrivel, not sriv' 1 
shroud, not sroud 
shrub, Ttot arub 
shrug, not srug 
shrunken, not sriink'n 
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Do not pronounce ed like id or vd; 

nor €th like itk or uth : 


proceedgrf 


lead^A 


educated 


restoreiA 


resulted 


heiievetk 


salut«d 


asketh 


toasted 


Cometh 


visited 


seeketk 


waited 


findetA 


Do not pronounce nesa like niss; nor 


tesslike lias: 




goodnSss 


helpless 


righteousness 


merciiess 


foolishness 


sleepiesa 


frankness 


hopeless 


highness 


lifeiess 


kind?iess 


nerveless 



Do not pronounce ent like unt — this 
e is what may be called an obscure 
short e; it has not the full value of 
e in met: 



attachment 

government 

commandment 

president 

managem&it 

opponent 



moment 

announcement 

commencement 

commitment 

regent 

banishment 



Do not pronounce e$ like tz, but 
like ez\ 
bridges — bridg' 6z, m>t bridg' iz 
ashes ditches 

dishes 
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Do not pronounce est like ist, nor et 
like it — the f is obscure: 

dearesi, not dear' Ist 

basket, not has' kit 

bucket 

earn&at 

fairest 

honfet 

purest 



quiet 
caskgt 

Do not pronounce ing like in: 

singing, not sinf in 
something, Tiot s6m' thin 
swinging, not swing' in 
sewing, not sO' in 
drawing, not draw' in 
thinking, ?w)t think' in 

Be careful to sound final consonants, 
particularly d, and nd 

had, not say "hat to" for had to 

landlord, not tan' lord 

thousajwi, not thouz' n 

used, not yOst 

frie?idship, not frfin' ship 

wi?idpipe, not win' pip 

handshake 

kin(fness 

rind 

sand-pile 

errand ^ 
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Be careful not to blend, that is to 
lap a final letter, or sound, over on 
the next word. This occurs most 
frequently with words ending in 
t or d, followed by the pronoun 
you: 

"Let not your heart," not chore 
'"Tis time to start, you know," Tu>t 

chew 
"I would have told y<m," not tol jew 
"Men shall persecute you" 
"As I have loved you" 







Syllabication is very important as an 
aid to correct spelling, and should re- 
ceive much more attention t^an it does. 

accidentally — ac ci dent' al ly; five syl- 
lables 

accommodate — ac com' mo date; two 
c's, two m's 

affect— affect'; not to be confused 
with effect 

affiliate — af fil' i ate; one I 

alcohol— al' co hoi 

all right^two words; «oi alright 

allusion — al lu' sion; «oi to be con- 
fused with illusion 

altogether— al to geth' er; not to be 
confused with all together 

annual — an' nu al; two n's 

anonymous — a non' y mous 

appetite— ap' pe tite; two p's 

appropriate — ap pro' pri ate 

bachelor — bach' e lor 

battalion — bat tal' ion; two t's, one I 

benefited— ben' e fit ed; one t 

bilious — bil' ious; one I 

Britain — Brit' ain; a-i-«, and one ( 

bureau— bu' reau 

business — busi' ness (biz' ness) • 



calendar — cal' en dar 

canvas — can' vas, a coarse cloth 

canvass — can' vass, to solicit 

capital — cap' i tal, city 
Capitol — Cap' i tol; building 
Caribbean — Car ib be' an ; one r, two fi's 
chaparral — chap ar ral'; two r's 
chaperon — chap' er on; better without 

the e 
Christian — Chris' tian, i-a-n 
Cincinnati — Cin cin na'ti, two re's, one ( 
college — col' lege; no d in the word 
connoisseur — con nois seur' 
conscientious — con sei en' tious 
convenience — con ven' ience 
correspondent — cor re spond' ent 
courageous — cou ra' geous 
currant — cur' rant, fruit 
current — cur' rent, in stream 

delicious — de li' cious 
description — de scrip' tion; not dis 
dessert — des serf 
development — de vel' op ment; no e 

after p 
disappointment — dis ap point' ment, 

one a, two p's; appointment 

with the prefix dis 

ecstasy — ec' sta sy 
effective — ef feet' ive; not af 
embarrassing — em bar' rass ing; two 

r's, two s's 
emigrate — em' i grate, to go out of a 

country 
English — Eng' lish; never with small e 
■ IS — er y sip' e las 
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exhilarate — ex hil' a rate (egz il') 

facsimile — fac sim' i le 

Fahrenheit — Fah' ren heit 

fascinate — fas' ci nate 

Filipino — Pil i pi' no; the femi-mne 
ends with a 

flannel — flan' nel; two w's, one I 

forty-four — for' ty-four; all these 
words from twenty-one to ninety- 
nine are hyphen words 

gauge — a before u 

Gibraltar — Gi bral' tar, not ter 

grammar — gram' mar, not e-r 

hallelujah — hal le lu' jah, or iah 
hemorrhage — hem' or rhage 
hygiene — hy' gi ene 

Iliad — ir i ad; one I 

immigrate — im' mi grate, tocomeiTtto 

a country 
incandescent — in can des' cent 
initiation — in i ti a' tion 
inflammation — in flam ma' tion 
judgment— judg ment; better without 

thee 

kindergarten — kin der gar' ten, not 
gajrden 

labyrinth — lab' y rinth 

led — past tense of lead 

loose — not bound; or to unbind 

lose — to mislay {one's book or purse) 

mademoiselle — mademoiselle' - 
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Manila — Ma nil' a; one I for city 
mantel — man' tel (shelf) 
melancholy — mel' an chol y 
moccasin — moc' ca sin 
misspelled — mis spell'; spell and pre- 
fix mia 
mucilage — mu' cil age 

naphtha — naph' tha 
necessarily — nee es sa' ri ly 
nickel — not nickle 
noticeable — no' tice a ble; retain e 
nuisance — nui' sance 

occasionally — oc ca' sion al ly; two 

c's, one 3 
Oklahoma — Ok la ho' ma 
omniscience — om nis' cience (nish) 
opportunity — op por tu' ni ty 
origin — or' i gin 

parallel — par' al lel 

paralysis — pa ral' y sis 

parliamentary — par lia men' ta ry 

paroxysm — par' ox ysin 

peaceable — peace' a ble 

pedler — ped' ler; or lar, or peddler 

permanent — perm' a nent 

personnel — per son nel' 

Philippines — Phil' ip pines; one I, two 
p's 

pleasant — pleas ant 

postponement — post pone' ment 

preceding — pre ced' ing; one e in sec- 
ond syllable 

prejudice — prej' u dice 

prevalent — prev' a lent 

primitive — prim' i tive A.oot^lc 
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principal — prin' ci pal, noun and ad- 
jective 
principle — prin'ci pie, noun ;rareZj/ verb 
privilege — priv'i lege; no a in the word 
proceeding — pro ceed' ing; two e's 
professor — pro fes' 3or; one /, two a's 
promissory — prom' is so ry 
psychical — psy' chic al 
psychological — psy cho log' ic al 

quandary — quan' da ry 
quarantine — quar' an tine 
querulous — quer' u lous 
queue — ku (Chinaman's braid) 

recommend — rec om mend', one e, 

two m's 
remember — re mem' ber 
reminiscence — rem i nis'cence 
resurrection — res ur rec' tion 
resuscitate — re sus' ci tate 
rhapsody — rhap' so dy 
rhythm — one syllable 

schedule — sched' ule 

separate — sep' a rate 

singeing — singe' ing 

souvenir — sou ve nir' 

speech — no a 

spring — small s, unless personified; 

the same with all the seasons 
statue — stat' ue, a plastic figure 
stature — stat' ure, natural height of 

man 
statute — stat' ute, a law 
supercilious — su per cil' i ous 
surely — sure' ly 
suspicious — sus pi' cious ^ioiwlc 
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Thackeray — Thack' er ay; e-r, a-y 

thoroughly — thor' ough ly 

tongue — not tounge 

tragedy — trag" e dy 

trousseau — trous seau' 

truly — tru' ly 

twelfth — no V in the word 

to, prep.; too, adv. ; two, adj. 

tyranny — tyr' an ny, two n'a 

usually — us' u al ly 
until — un til'; one i 

vaccinate — vac' ci nate; two c's, one ft 
vacillating — vac' il late; one c, two I'b 
Valenciennes — Va len ci ennes' 
variegate — va' ri e gate 
ventilate — ven' ti late; one I 
village — vil' lage; not to be confused 

with carriage and marriage 
villain — vil' lain; a-i-m 
vinegar — vin' e gar 

Wednesday — Wednes' day (wens) 
Wellesley — Welles' ley 
West — capital W when part of country; 
the same with East, North, South 
women — worn' en {wim' en) 

Yokohama — Yo ko ha' ma; not to be 
confused with Oklahoma 

A very common error in writing is 
the omissiore of the apostrophe, and 
the TTiisplacing of it for the plural pos- 
sessive: "four years work in English" 
— or "three year's work in Latin;"/or 
fouryears' work, and three years' work. 



RULES FOR SPELLING 



At least two of the most common 
3Tiles for spelling should be learned— 
the Rule for DovMing, and a general 
Final-e Rule — and made use of in 
everyday spelling. 

RULE FOR DOUBLING 

Monosyllables and words accented ' 
on the last syllable, when they erid 
with a single consonant preceded by a 
single vowel, double their final letter 
before a suffix beginning with a vowel. 



plan — planned 
rob — robfied 



trot — trotting 
Words accented on last syUahle: 



begin — beginning 
demur — demurrer 
occur — occurred 
prefer — preferring 
refer — referred 
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FINAL-E RULE 

, Final e of a primitive word is dropped 
before a suffix beginning with a vowel; 
retained before a suffix beginning with 
a consonant. 

Dropped: 

come — coming 
pure — purity 
tame — tamable 
write — writing 



care — careful 
large — largely 
one — oneness 



The e-i and i-e words should be 
"learned by heart " This old rhyme 
may be a help: 

"It ia i before e, 
Except after c; 
Or when sounded like a 
As in neighbor and weigh. " 



"t before*" 


"e before i" 


believe 


conceive 


grieve 


deceive 


niece 


perceive 


relieve 


receive 


siege 


receipt 


sieve 


seize |^ 


wield 


weird ' 



SPOKEN ENGLISH 



Aggravate, for exasperate. Say 

I was so exasperated, or "vexed," 



not aggravated — unless you mean that 
you were made to weigh more! 

Balance, for remainder, or rest 

Not "The halanee of the class," or of 
the time; say, rather, the remainder 
of the class — and the rest of the time. 

Case constructions. The most in- 
sidious errors are: The objective in- 
stead of the possessive l>efore verbal 
nouns; as, "There is no use of 7ii« go- 
ing," formygoing. Nominative after 
verbs or prepositions when the objec- 
tive is required; as, "She invited sister 
and 7 to go," or "The invitation was 
for sister and /." It should be mfi in 
both instances. ' ' Between you and /' ' 
is a common error. And beware of 
this construction: "A person whom 
I thought was going to do well." 
Whom, subject oiwas going, should of 
course be who, in the nominative case. 

Considerable is an adjective, and 
should not be used for the adverb cxmr- 
sideraUy. Not "It has helped me 
considerable, ' ' but consideraMy. 

Different should be followed by 
.from, and not by to or than. Not 
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"This work is different (Aam I thought 
it would be," but different /rom what 
I expected. 

Each, every and any, when followed 
by one or body, prove troublesome 
often. Not "Every one of them are 
of the 400" — but is. The same with 
either and neitker; they should be fol- 
lowed by singular verte. 

Expect, which means to look for- 
ward to, should not be used in speak- 
ing of presenter past events. Not "I 
expect I do walk badly," nor "I ex- 
pect you had a good time." Say sap- 
pose, or suspect. 

Fine better not be used sa an ad- 
verb. Not "I like \tfine." And do 
not answer "How are you?" with "I 
am^n«." ("Let another man praise 
thee," etc!) 

From, for with. Not "I took Latin 
from Miss S," but with. Or, "I 
studied Latin under Miss S." 

Get to go; "I did not get to go" is 
an inelegant way of saying "I was 
unable to attend;" or "I could not 
go." 

Graduate, referring to persons, is 
better used in the passive voice. "He 
was graduated from Harvard." A 
person cannot graduate himself, so 
why say "I graduated in 1910?" He 
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must he graduated, by Faculty and 
Board of Trustees. 



, for think, is a very common 
error: "I gueas I shall have to refer 
to my book," for "I Wiinfc I shall," etc 

Hope, which looks always to the 
future, should not be used in such ex- 
pressions as "I hope I do find it," or 
'I hope he doesn't forget," Say "I 
hope I shail find it;" and "I hope he 
wiK not forget." 

K for whether. Not "I do not 
know if I know my lines or not," but 
"whemer I know," etc 

Incidence, not to be confused with 
instatice or incident Not "I want to 
tell you of a little incidence that hap- 
pened," h\itineident. Or, "I will tell 
an inatajice of that kind." 

Inliaitive, — sj^it or d^ infinitive. 
This much discussed construction 
seems to be growing in favor, but 
still it is awkward in most cases 
of everyday speech. ' ' I have not been 
able to really understand this work" 
— say "really to understand." "I 
have tried always to be on time" is 
better than "I have tried to always be 
on time." 

Less for fewer; Not "Less than 
fifty persons came," hnt fewer. 

,,.„..„ , Cookie 
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Lie and Lay, Try to distinguish 
between these much misused verbs. 
Not "He laid down and sUp," but lay 
down and slept. Not "The books are 
layiTig on the table," but lyirig there. 

Like as a conjunction. Not "Walk 
just like I do, " but as. You may say 
"He talks like a parrot," but not 
"like a parrot does." Also, "I feel 
lih« I can't sit up" and "It looks like 
it is going to rain" are distressingly 
common errors. Say as if I 

Most for almost. Not ' 'Most every 
time I recite I make that mistake," 
but almost. (This is a very common 
error) . 

Much better not be omitted after 
too or very in such expressions as "I 
was too excited to listen," or "The 
car was very crowded." Say "too 
much excited," etc. 

Myself should not be used in the 
nommative case as subject of verb. 
Not "My cousin and myself went to 
the play," but "My cousin and /." 

Nicely is popularly misused. ' ' How 
do you do?" "Nicely, thank you" 
—or just " Nicdy." Better say WeW 

Ones can usually be avoided. 
"These flowers are fresher than the 
ones 1 brought yesterday, ' ' Say ' ' than 
those 1 brought" 
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Only is often misplaced. It is safe 
to place OTily immediately before the 
word it modifies. Not "I have only 
been here a few days," but "been 
here only a few days. " "I shall only 
stay till recess" should be "I shall 
stay only till recess." 

Plural verb when speaking of a book 
the title of which is plural. Not "Are 
OuUiver's Travels in?" and "Where 
are Finley's American Birdsl", but 
use is in each case. 

Quite, meaning wholly, entirely, 
should not be used when a little is 
meant. Not "Quite a ways," but a 
little way, or some distance. Say way, 
also, and not ways, in the singular, 
with a. 

Raise and rise must not be confused. 
Make the distinction between transi- 
tive and intransitive, the same as with 
lay and lie. Not "Raise on your 
toes," but rise. And "raise your 
hand." 

Real as an adverb. One of the late 
dictionaries gives real as an adverb, 
but such expressions as ' ' Have a real 
good time," are inelegant. Very no 
doubt is overworked, but we are safe 
in. using it. Be real and be brave, but 
not "real brave"! 

Respectfully and respectively. Be 

careful not to interchange and mis- 
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xise these words: Not "Yours respec- 
Uvdy," and "They were graduated in 
the years 1907 and 1909 respectfuRy," 
but vice versa. 

Shall and will need not give so 
much trouble as they do. Just use 
shall for simple fubirity: Not "I 
won't need my rubbers, " and "I won't 
be able to come to-morrow," but 
sha'n'L And when asked if you will 
iDring a book, don't say "Yes, I shaU, 
but will. Then do not say to any one 
of whom you do not wish to ask the 
favor, "WiWyoubehereafterachool?" 
Say, rather, "ShaRyouhe" etc. And 
do not say ' ' I shall now read, ' ' as skdU, 
must have futurity. Will expresses, 
or may express, wish, intention, or 
willingness, and it is better to say 
"IwiU read from" — or "I wiU read 
the" — etc. 

Some for somewhat, or a little. 

Not "He is some better," but some- 
what better. And "I play o little," 
not "I play some." 

So not as, in negative comparisons. 
"This is not nearly so long as I ex- 
pected" is better than "This is not 
near as long. " 

Start in for begin or commence. 

" If I start in to tell you ' ' would better 
be "If I begin" etc. "1 startedin to go 
toschool."Say "I6effa7itogotoschool," 
or "I commenced going to school." 
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Those kind and these kind, for 

that and this kind, or those and these 
kinds, seem almost too common errors 
to be mentioned here. 

Try and not to be used for try to. 
"I will try to be here early," not "I 
will try and come. " 

Verbs in present tense used for past. 
Perhaps the most grievous errors are 
in the use of begin, come, run, and see. 
Not "And then I begin to see he was 
gaining on me," but "I began to see" 
etc. And "when I come upstairs you 
had gone home, "should be "when I 
came." "Then I run as fast as I 
could" — instead of "I ran as fast" 
etc. "But I see him coming before I 
reached the top" for "I saw him com- 
ing," These serious errors occur most 
frequently in offhand speaking, and in 
reporting what took place in past 
time. 

We, as object of preposition. Not 
"Several of we girls went on the ex- 
cursion," but "Several of us girls." 

Well, when beginning to speak. 
Do not habitually preface your remarks 
with "Well — or still worse, "Wool" or 
*'Wul";nor with "Say;" nor with the 
popular but ill-timed "Listen"! 

Without, as a conjunction. Not "I 
can't talk without you all keep still and 
listen," but "unless you keep still." 
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You TB^s is always wrong. Say 
"Were you there?" And "You were 
here early," 

Finally, reversing the usual order, 
the worst has been saved for the last ! 

I says 

It don't 

There's four mistakes 

Any person can correct them if 
they try 

These are among the most serious 
errors in our spoken English to-day. 

/ soys, occurs most often in story- 
telling, or in otherwise reporting 
things that happened in past time. 
Not "And then she says 'Who's 
here?' and I says, 'Tim. ' " Use said. 
He says, to represent past time, and 
they says, are equally bad. 

We need only to expand the contrac- 
tion don't to be convinced that he 
don't, she don't, that don't are as bad 
as it don't. Use doesn't. 

Think of what is to follow, when 
you begin a sentence with There is — 
whether a singular or a plural subject. 
Say "There were four mistakes, " not 
"There was four," etc 

Any person — if they is, perhaps, the 
most common error of all. Some day 
we may have a new pronoun, in the 
common gender, to use in such sen- 
tences — thon, or some more euphon- 
ious word — but until we do have it we 
■ must take care in the use of those we 
have. It seema simple, and easy 
enough, to think to follow person, or 
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any other singular antecedent, by a 
singular pronoun to represent it — he, 
or he or she; but preferably he. 

If anybody has the book will he bring 
it to the desk? 

Every one must do his best ! 

Any person can correct the everyday 
errors herewith concluded if he or she 
will try! 






